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Cruciform Press, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Conversations among friends
accomplish more than debates between opponents. Conversations on controversial issues do not to go well when the dialogue happens community-
to-community or figurehead-to-figurehead. Whether it s race, religion, or politics, groups don t talk well with groups. Too much is at stake when we
feel like our words and actions speak for the collective whole. Platforms and podiums will never accomplish what can only be done around dinner
tables and in living rooms. Two individuals from those respective groups are much more likely to forge a good relationship, influencing one another
in various ways. Unfortunately, an individual who listens well is often viewed by his or her collective compatriots as engaging in compromise; at the
group level, representing each side fairly feels too much like agreement. That is why the aim of this book is friendship. Friendship is the level at
which influence can be had, because the dialogue does not seek to represent an agenda but to understand a person. Friendship is what protects
good points from becoming gotcha moments. The subject for which this approach may be most vital for the modern church may be homosexuality
and same-sex attraction (SSA). Yet our approach has tended to be more polemical or political than pastoral and personal. Churches have
articulated their position on a conservative sexual ethic. Churches have re-examined the key biblical texts that are challenged in defense of a
progressive sexual ethic. As important as these things are, however, they do not equip everyday Christians to develop meaningful friendships with
people who experience same-sex attraction or have embraced a gay identity. In the absence of relationship, our theology becomes theory. Many
Christians are seeing that the church s unwillingness...
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