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***** From the preface: Some twenty-eight years ago | wrote and published a small book recounting my personal experiences in the Civil War, but
this book is long out of print, and the publication exhausted. At the urgent request of some of my old comrades who still survive, and of friends and
my own family, | have undertaken the task of rewriting and publishing this story. As stated in the preface to the former volume, the principal object
of this work is to record, largely from memory, and after the lapse of many years (now nearly half a century) since the termination of the war
between the states of the Federal Union, the history, conduct, character and deeds of the men who composed Company D, Seventh regiment of
Virginia infantry, and the part they bore in that memorable conflict. The chief motive which inspires this undertaking is to give some meager idea of
the Confederate soldier in the ranks, and of his individual deeds of heroism, particularly of that patriotic, self-sacrificing, brave company of men
with whose fortunes and destiny my own were linked for four long years of blood and carnage, and to whom during that period | was bound by ties
stronger than hooks of steel; whose confidence and friendship | fully shared, and as fully reciprocated. To the surviving members of that company,
to the widows and children, broken-hearted mothers, and to gray-haired, disconsolate fathers (if such still live) of those who fell amidst the battle
and beneath its thunders, or perished from wounds or disease, this work is dedicated. The character of the men who composed that company, and
their deeds of valor and heroism,...
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