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Christian virtues. Francis was the eleventh of thirteen children. He was born at Assisi on the first day of March, 1838. His father had not yet beenmade
Grand Assessor of Spoleto. The child was baptized on the day of his birth, at the same font where, over six hundred years before, another Francis,
the great patriarch of the city and glorious saint, was baptized. Before he was quite four years old Francis lost his pious and beloved mother. Four
of her children had died before her. Signor Possenti, though stricken with grief at the untimely death of his tender and affectionate wife, neglected
neither the important duties of a governor nor the responsible obligations of a father. He entrusted the management of his household, as well as the
care of his nine children, to a responsible and experienced lady named Pacifica. The education of Francis was begun by Pacifica, a tutor, and his
pious father.
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