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only 1. 2 percent of the CWSs and 2. 4 percent of the 1998a ). Nitrogen is primarily a problem in brackish or rural domestic wells were estimated to
contain levels salt water, where it is the limiting nutrient, while phos-above the MCL. About 3 million people ( including phorus is primarily a problem
in freshwater. EPA reports that nutrient pollution is the leading cause of 43, 500 infants ) using water from CWSs and about 1. 5 million people (
including 22, 500 infants ) using rural water quality impairment in lakes and estuaries, and is wells are exposed to nitrate at levels above the MCL the
second leading cause in rivers ( EPA, 1998a ). ( EPA, 1992a ). Increases in the occurrence of harmful algal blooms in coastal waters have been
attributed to nutrients from A 1991 USGS study of nitrate in near-surface aquifers human-caused sources, including fertilizers ( Boesch in the
midcontinental United States detected nitrate in and others, 1997 ). 59 percent of the samples taken ( Kolpin, Burkart, and Thurman, 1994 ).
Concentrations greater than the Besides harming aquatic ecosystems, nitrate is also a MCL were found in 6 percent of the samples. potential human
health threat. The EPA has estab-Statistical analyses indicated that the frequency of lished a maximum contaminant level ( MCL, a legal samples
having concentrations greater than 3 mg | maximum long-term exposure ) in drinking water of 10 mg liter. Nitrate can be converted to nitrite in the
( believed to be the maximum level from natural sources...
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