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Almanac and Political Register, 1901, Vol. 13 The Century ends! The Century begins! That is the cry in the high Courts of Time which matches the
weaker cry In lesser courts, The King is dead! Long live the King! As in the latter, so in the former: There is no interregnum. Life touches life, and
death can make not even an infinitesimal interval between. The sixtieth second of the sixtieth minute of the twenty-fourth hour of the thirty-nrai day
of the twelfth month of the nineteen hundredth year was still in the nineteenth century. The first second of the first minute of the first hour of the
first day of the first month of the nineteen hundred and first year is already in the twentieth century. The step is instantaneous from the completed
to the promised, from the ended to the begun, from the known to the unknown. From before the latter we cannot raise the veil, save as thread by
thread it is withdrawn by the too slow and yet too rapid hand of Time. Upon the former, as a finished and ir revocable whole, the contemplative eye
may rest and the discriminat ing judgment dwell. It is a common practice to compare day with preceding day and year with preceding year. Thus
also, in reviewing former ages, we may compare century with century. Not so this latest cycle. One knows not whether the praise or the blame of
laudator temporis acti will be incurred in declaring that no other century of recorded time is on the whole worthy to be compared with this, the only
century which living men of to-day have ever known. It matters not....
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