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simply an eccentric way of releasing the horse for the ride. Under such rulers, piracy was adopted as a State institution, and regarded as a
legitimate source of revenue. Said the Dey of Algiers on one occasion, If | were to make peace with every nation, what should | do with my corsairs?
My soldiers cannot live on their miserable allowance. During more than three centuries, the pirate ships of the Barbary powers were the scourge of
the Medi terranean, where they sometimes cruised in ?eets of seventy or eighty sail, defying the strongest European navies of the time. Not content
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