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***** |t is by no means a common fault that the very deliberation with which a book is prepared should be carried to the extent of actually lessening
the effectiveness of the work as a whole. And yet we can scarcely doubt that such is the case with the book before us. The author seems to have so
long entertained and so frequently revolved in his own mind the thought here presented, that its very familiarity to him has led him to presume too
far upon the ease with which it is to be seized by other minds. We believe this to be the explanation of the extreme condensation of statement
bordering more than once upon obscurity, for which the work is remarkable. Nevertheless, few books of the time contain thought that will so well
compensate the earnest student for the trouble of overcoming such difficulties of style as are here found. We will attempt to indicate as briefly as
possible the fundamental conceptions of the work. The author recognizes the necessity of setting out from presuppositions. And yet he plainly
indicates that he considers it possible to set forth in complete form a philosophy of the world as a whole, which philosophy shall account for all its
presuppositions. We believe, also, from the general tone of his work, that the author looks to the absolutely Rational or Spiritual as the ultimate
substance and cause of the world. The ultimate philosophy is, then, a universal Logic which presents the fundamental forms or modes of the infinite,
divine Thought or Reason that forms the world and is the world. For in that Thought and through that Thought all things move...
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