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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .of my Government at the acceptance in principle by HisMajesty s
Government of the Joint Opium Commission, as well as their appreciation of the friendly interest which they have shown in the contemplated effort
to suppress the opium evil in the Far East. | further venture to inquire whether or not His Majesty s Government find it convenient to suggest a place
and time of meeting of the proposed Commission, it being suggested that the several Governments may prefer to await the selection of a place and
date of meeting before proceeding to name Commissioners. | have, c. (Signed) WHITELAW REID. Inclosure 1 in No. 21. Prince Ch ing to Mr. Rockhilt.
(Translation.) Your Excellency, Foreign Office, Peking, July 23, 1907. WITH regard to the proposal to appoint a Commission to investigate the opium
question, | have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency s note of the 15th instant, in which you explain clearly the meaning of the
first and second paragraphs of your previous despatch. In the note under acknowledgment you also make the following statements: --1. As for the
manner in which the investigation shall be conducted, the Commissioners themselves, after they shall have met together, must consider and decide
upon such details, but none of the Governments represented will be bound to accept the conclusions of the Commissioners or to act upon their
recommendations. Each Government will reserve to itself the right to act as it may see fit. 2....
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