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Salem Press Inc, United States, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. This collection provides broad coverage of
Cheever and his work. Original essays discuss the basic facts of Cheever s life and critical reputation. The work explores his complicated personal life
and discusses his decorous style and fragmented structure, and his fascination with language. This Critical Insights volume opens with essays that
provide the basic facts of Cheever s life and critical reputation. Providing these facts is especially important in the case of the biography of a man
who was prone to self-mythologizing. What s more, Cheever s version of his own life was long accepted as fact but, posthumously, has been
complicated by unflattering revelations about his personal life in his daughter s memoirs, in his published journals and in two biographies.
Establishing the basic facts of Cheever s critical reception is equally important and differently challenging. The critical response to his writing was a
roller-coaster ride. Reviewers and critics consistently failed to reach a consensus on Cheever s importance. Suburbia is central to any analysis of
Cheever. Here he is discussed as a suburban romancer rather than, as was more usually the case, a novelist of manners. Mixed with self-doubt, this
approach may begin with allegorical ambitions but . . . then morphs into such tortuous interconnections, where superficial differences . . . become
virtually synonymous with one another so that they are so entangled, one cannot decide where one ends and the other begins. Cheever is described
as an unfailingly surreal lyricist of disorientation . . . whose fictions are propelled by fear and who used imagination to mediate between senseless
reality and an immensely coherent dreamworld. Cheever s wariness toward modern life is treated in two essays that survey Cheever s entire...
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