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**xxx Excerpt from Gregg s Cavalry Fight at Gettysburg It is a simple and an unvarnished tale, with no words of eulogy of men, or of exultation over
the defeat of a gallant foe. The objects had in view by the Confederate authorities when, after the battle of Chancellorsville, the invasion of the North
was projected, in the spring of the year 1863, are well known. To transfer the seat of war, permanently if possible, or at any rate temporarily, to the
country north of the Potomac, thus giving to those who remained at home a chance of securing the harvest from the fields of Virginia, and at the
same time making probable the recognition of the Confederate cause by the hesitating powers of Europe, was a bold game to play. No time was lost
in setting about it. In the early days of June, the Army of Northern Virginia began to show signs of activity. The cavalry of the Army of the Potomac
had returned worn out and jaded from Stoneman s raid, but after a short rest was again put in motion, and was kept actively engaged in watching
the movements of the Confederate army. On the 9th of June the cavalry battle of Brandy Station was fought, and the intended invasion of Maryland
and Pennsylvania was discovered through Confederate dispatches captured upon that occasion. Reconnoissances-in-force and scouting in all
directions daily followed that brilliant passage-at-arms. The equally well-fought cavalry battles of Aldie, Middleburg and Upperville ensued. Hard
work and starvation told heavily upon both men and horses, and when Buford s and Gregg s Divisions, covering the rear of the army, crossed the
Potomac at...
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