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*****.Excerpt from Discourses on University Education: Addressed to the Catholics of Dublin; Discourse I, Introductory About fiHy years since, the
Protestant University, of which I was so long a member, aHer a century of inactivity, at length was roused, at a time when (as I may say) it was
giving no education at all to the youth committed to its keeping, to a sense of the responsibilities which its profession and its station involved; and it
presents to us the singular example of an heterogeneous and an independent body of men, setting about a work of self-reformation, not from any
pressure of public opinion, but because it was fitting and right to undertake it. Its initial efibrts, begun and carried on amid many obstacles, were
met from without, as oHen happens in such cases, by ungenerous and jealous criticisms, which were at that very moment beginning to be unjust.
Controversy did but bring out more clearly to its own apprehension, the views on which its reformation was proceeding, and throw them into a
philosophical form. The course of beneficial change made progress, and what was at first but the result of individual energy and an act of the
academical corporation, gradually became popular, and was taken up and carried out by the separate collegiate bodies, of which the University is
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