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**xxx Excerpt from Navajo Gambling Songs He further stated that it took him four years to learn all he knew. | have not contented myself with
hearing these songs from the mouth of one individual, but have had them sung to me by many persons from widely distant parts of the Navajo
country - persons who had, perhaps, never exchanged a word with one another in their lives. The perfect uniformity with which they were repeated
in most cases, and the close approach to uniformity in all other cases, were wonderful. These, like all other transmitted songs of this tribe, depend
on a legend for their explanation. Recited by themselves, they seem almost meaningless; sung in connection with the story they are in tended to
embellish, their significance is at once apparent. It is, therefore, necessary that | should tell something of the myth of the Kesitce; and, in order that
the myth may be fully understood, a brief description of the game must be given. The Game Of The Kesitce. This is, to some extent, sacred in its
nature, for the playing is confined to the winter, the only time when their myths may be told and their most important ceremonies conducted. It is
practiced only during the dark hours. The real reason for this is probably that the stone used in the game cannot be hidden successfully by daylight;
but if you ask an Indian why the game is played only at night, he will account for it by referring you to the myth and saying that he on whom the sun
shines while he is engaged in the game will be struck blind. | have...
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