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He spoke to himself. There was no one else to speak to. Perhaps, though there had been any one else to speak to, he would have preferred to speak
to himself. Speaking to himself he spoke to a man within five years of fifty either way, who had turned grey too soon, like a neglected fire; a man of
pondering habit, brooding carriage of the head, and suppressed internal voice; a man with many indications on him of having been much alone. He
stood unnoticed on the dreary platform, except by the rain and by the wind. Those two vigilant assailants made a rush at him. Very well, said he,
yielding. It signifies nothing to me to what quarter | turn my face.
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