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AT the sight of the love of Jesus in His adorable Sacrament, of the isolation in which He is left, of the little piety and great indifference among so
many Christians, and of the ever-increasing impiety of the age; at the view of the extended and pressing wants of the Church | have said, Why should
there not be some men whose mission would be to pray perpetually at the feet of Jesus Christ in the Ever-Blessed Sacrament ? It was thus that the
Rev. Fr. Eymard, after four years of prayer and preparation, exposed to Pope Pius IX. His plan of forming the Society of Priests of the Blessed
Sacrament. He explained further the various duties which the society could fulfil usefully, and which had not that systematic care which was
becoming to them. Pius IX. replied with earnestness to the petition, saying, | am convinced that this thought comes from God. The Church has need
of it. Let every means be taken to spread the knowledge of the Holy Eucharist. For nearly twenty years Fr. Eymard had labored as a | larist, and by
reason of the positions which he held as provincial and director he was prepared for the arduous duty of forming a new community. He had tried
every breach, had tested every sign before he would give any heed to the project which seemed, however, to grow more imperative when he would
endeavor to put it aside. When he finally determined, after five years of careful thought and prayer, to take the step, he formulated his plan and
proposed it almost as completely as it is found to-day. It comprises the Society...
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