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Through the United States; In the Senate of the United States, April 8th, 1864 Constitution and to know the fatal words by which the sacrifice was
commanded. The trembling with which he began its perusal would be succeeded by joy as he finished it; for he would find nothing in that golden
text, not a single sentence, phrase, or word even, to serve as origin, authority, or apology, for the outrage. And then his astonishment, already
knowing no bounds, would break forth anew, as he exclaimed, Shameful and irrational as is slavery, it is not more shameful or irrational than that
unsupported interpretation which undertakes to make your Constitution the final guardian and conservator of this terrible and unpardonable
denial of human rights. Such a stranger as I have described, coming from afar, with eyes which no local bias had distorted, and with understanding
which no local custom had disturbed, would naturally see the Constitution precisely as it is in its actual text, and he would interpret it in its true
sense, without prepossession or prejudice. Of course he would know, what all jurisprudence teaches and what all reason confirms, that human
rights cannot be taken away by any indirection or by any vain imagining of something that was intended but was not said, and, as a natural
consequence, that slavery can exist - if exist it can at all - only by virtue of a positive text, and that what is true of slavery is true also of all its
incidents; and the enlightened stranger would...
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