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Demand *****.Excerpt: In reviewing attentively the history of the Church, one cannot fail to notice how, from the first ages of Christianity, the
especial care and solicitude of the Roman Pontiffs have been directed to the end that they, undeterred by difficulties and obstacles, might spread the
light of the Gospel and the benefits of Christian culture and civilization to the peoples who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. The Church
has no other reason for existence than, by developing the Kingdom of Christ on earth, to make mankind participate in the effects of His saving
Redemption. Whoever, by Divine Commission, takes the place on earth of Jesus Christ, becomes thereby the Chief Shepherd who, far from being
able to rest content with simply guiding and protecting the Lord s Flock which has beer; confided to him to rule, fails in his special duty and
obligations if he does not strive by might and main to win over and to join to Christ all who are still without the Fold. 2. It is a well-known fact that
Our Predecessors fulfilled at all times the Divine Commission wherewith they were charged of teaching and baptizing all nations, that the priests
sent by them (many of whom the Church publicly venerates because of the holiness of their lives or because they so courageously suffered
martyrdom) zealously strove with varying results to enlighten by the Faith first Europe, and, later on, even unknown lands, and this almost
immediately after their discovery. We say with varying results, for it sometimes happened that the missionaries after laboring with little or no effect
were either put to death or driven out of the country....
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