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congressional request, GAO reviewed the Department of Energys (DOE) fiscal year (FY) 2000 performance plan, which was submitted to Congress as
required by the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993, focusing on the: (1) usefulness of the agencys plan for decisionmaking; and (2)
degree of improvement the agencys FY 2000 performance plan represents over the FY 1999 plan. GAO noted that: (1) DOEs FY 2000 annual
performance plan provides a limited picture of intended performance across the agency, a general discussion of strategies and resources the
agency will use to achieve its goals, and limited confidence that agency performance information will be credible; (2) while the plan is clearly linked
to the strategic plan, the strategic plan does not always provide quantitative goals and objectives that show what DOE plans to accomplish; (3) as a
result, it is difficult for the user to determine whether the annual goals are reasonable and to measure how the Departments annual performance
compares with the strategic plans goals and objectives; (4) while the plan links annual performance to the program activities in the Presidents
budget request, the plan would be more informative if it also presented all annual goals by the individual office; (5) although DOE recognizes the
importance of validating and verifying performance measures and information systems required to assess its accomplishments, the annual plan
does not translate that general recognition into specific plans for assessing and improving performance; (6) DOEs FY 2000 performance plan
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