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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.The purpose of this study is to examine whether or not China won a strategic victory in its invasion of Vietnam in 1979, and what
relevance that victory may have on today s study of Chinese strategy and military thought. Significant studies have focused on the regional issues
that led China and Vietnam to war in February 1979. This study instead focuses on China s grand strategic framing of the war and why China may
interpret its involvement as a strategic victory. In the aFermath of the problems of political succession at the later stages of the Mao Zedong (Mao
Tse-Tung) era and the domestic social turmoil of the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s, Deng Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-Ping) emerged as China
s paramount leader. In February 1979, fewer than two years aFer he assumed his role as Vice Premier, and only months aFer normalizing relations
with the United States, Deng s government decided to wage a limited war against Vietnam. China used Vietnam s 1978 invasion into Cambodia as a
jus ad bellum, thus prompting China to conduct a cross-border invasion of its own in order to aid its political ally in Cambodia. With nearly 450,000
mobilized soldiers, China began a limited war with strategic implications.1 AFer three weeks of fierce fighting, one Chinese veteran unoIicially
admits to roughly 32,000 men killed in action, with countless more wounded.2 Several notable scholars argue that the Chinese achieved only some
of their operational objectives at great cost to the People s Liberation Army (PLA), and at a complete detriment to the political work system that
embodied its forces at the time.3 Though tactical and operational inadequacies became apparent in the...
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