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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. A
dark comedy about hypocrisy. For Ruth s 100th birthday the family gathers in a remote hotel. They deplore her scandalous past - but might they
have worse secrets of their own? Ruth worked at the Windmill in her youth and behind her back is criticised by the family as an ex-stripper notorious
for her complicated love-life. They say that in the war she drove her first husband to kill himself, and that she married her second husband only to
provide a father for her young son. Her four children now range in age from 60 to 75 and their working lives are virtually over. The eldest, Freddie,
born to Ruth s first husband, has in the last ten years put on a lot of weight. His son and daughter are there, but he no longer talks to his son. His
sister Lucy stands aloof, nursing her drinks, while Charles, five years younger and the richest in the room, has come with his new wife, a Lithuanian
half his age - much the same age as his two sons. Noticeably missing is Ruth s even more successful youngest son, Jack, now Lord Jack, considered
an outsider by the others and assumed not to be their father s son. As the rain teems down outside and the hotel staff keep serving drinks it seems
the guest of honour may never arrive. She doesn t appear until some two thirds of the way through the book, during which time her children and
their own children reveal family secrets. Well plied with drink they do not hold back from the reader and are more garrulous than they ought to be.
By the time Ruth...
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