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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** IN The Boyhood of Living Authors Mr. Rideing has called our attention to one of the most pleasant features of literary life and character. After
reading his Boys Coastwise and his Boys in the Mountains and on the Plains, we are quite prepared to regard him as an authority on boys, a
sagacious student of human nature in its first forms. The special interest of the volume before us lies in its distinctively literary type, and in the fact
that the authors discussed are living and moving among us. With but two or three exceptions, moreover, the eighteen names presented are
American, and for this reason, if for no other, commend themselves to all lovers of home talent in letters. No better method of awakening an early
taste for books and writers could be devised than that of placing such sketches as these in the hands of our American youth. They have all the reality
of biography and enough of the romance of the unreal to attract and fascinate. If such historical portraitures at times discourage us by their
disclosure of youthful skill and success in authorship, they far more frequently stimulate and quicken us by their revelation of the trials and failures
of our best writers in their first literary attempts. Written in a racy, cheerful, and readable style, they furnish alike a storehouse of useful information
on the topics treated and a good example of facile, practical, and tasteful English. Which of the several sketches is the most suggestive, or what
particular incidents in the boyhood of any one author are the most characteristic, it would be difficult to decide. Of Doctor Holmes we learn, as...
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