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Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 162 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. How do we
measure African economic performance? This volume studies how growth is measured in Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia and challenges
commonly held beliefs of African economic performance. The volume oCers a reconsideration of economic growth in Africa in three respects. First,
it shows that the focus has been on average economic growth and that there has been no failure of economic growth. In particular the gains made
in the 1960s and 1970s have been neglected. Second, it emphasizes that for many countries the decline in economic growth in the 1980s was
overstated, as was the improvement in economic growth in the 1990s. The coverage of economic activities in GDP measures is incomplete. In the
1980s many economic activities were increasingly missed in the oCicial records thus the decline in the 1980s was overestimated (resulting from
declining coverage) and the increase in the 1990s was overestimated (resulting from increasing coverage). The third important reconsideration is
that there is no clear association between economic growth and orthodox economic policies. This is counter to the mainstream interpretation, and
suggests that the importance of sound economic policies has been overstated, and that the importance of the external economic conditions have
been understated in the prevailing explanation of African economic performance.
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