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the Inca empire in 1532, the cult of the ancestors was an essential feature of pre-Columbian religion throughout the Andes. The dead influenced
politics, protected the living, symbolized the past, and legitimized claims over the land their descendents occupied, while the living honored the
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Andeans. Drawing from historical, archaeological, and anthropological research and a wealth of original archival materials, especially the last wills
and testaments of indigenous Andeans, Ramos looks at the Christianization of death as it affected the lives of inhabitants of two principal cities of
the Peruvian viceroyalty: Lima, the new capital founded on the Pacific coast by the Spanish, and Cuzco, the old capital of the Incas in the Andean
highlands. Her study of the wills in particular demonstrates the strategies that Andeans devised to submit to Spanish law and Christian doctrine,
preserve bonds of kinship, and cement their place in colonial society.
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