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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Great Epochs in American
History, Vol. 4 of 10: Described by Famous Writers From Columbus to Roosevelt With independence
achieved and a treaty of peace duly signed, the new-born United States found themselves neither
united as a confederacy, nor individually well-ordered States secure against disintegration. The
four years from 1783 until 1787 have been called by John Fiske, the critical period, a phrase since
generally accepted as accurately defining the period. As to dangers threatening the perpetuity of
the Union, that period resembled closely the four years of civil war, three-quarters of a century
afterward. Disunion was threatened not only in the South, but in Pennsylvania and New England,
and on the frontier. The chief cause lay in the absence of a central government possest of supreme
authority to govern the whole. Under the Articles of Confederation Congress had no power to act on
important measures affecting all the States, except by consent of nine of them. About the Publisher
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