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the Northwest During the Civil War The motives for these changes are as varied and even contra dictory as are the forces underlying any other great
historic change. Not love of humanity alone but also economic insistence upon the necessity of conserving national resources, has given the
impulse, and the result is not due entirely to change of heart but in large measure to the white light of publicity which makes even wilful blindness to
conditions almost impossible. But whatever the process, the fact remains that the internal history of the two war cycles reveals suEicient advance in
democratic regard for the wel fare of the individual, and suEicient ?ooding of national boundaries by the spirit of humanity, to constitute if not an
epoch, at least the diEerence between the Opening and the middle of an epoch. Midway between the two came the Crimean War and our own Civil
War. During the first Florence Nightingale caught the at tention of the world for the sufferings of the soldiers and exhibited an organizing ability that
gave a solid basis to her dreams. In the second the best talent of our own country took up the problem. The Sanitary Commission, independent of
the government but acting in co - operation with it, not only gave incalculable comfort to the men in the ranks, but made it impossible for any
government in the future to neglect them. Out of their labors arose the Red Cross and since then countless provisions, national and international,
have represented a world - wide eEort to reduce the horrors of the battle field to a minimum. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
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