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The one element in Hellenism which she adopted and clung to, and which as a supporting wall she added to the whole structure of her more
Hebraistic beliefs and ideals, was the worship of Sanity. This worship only intensified the tolerance of the unsound, the pity for the diseased and
distorted and miserable. And though she-never became a professed Positivist, it was no doubt the response which Comte s philosophy gave to these
cravings that made his views ultimately most congenial to her. The true and independent development of her mind began when after the death of
her mother she took charge of Griff House for her father; but especially when in 1841 her father retired from his active duties, and settled at Foleshill
near Coventry. It was here, while taking lessons in Latin and Greek from Mr. Sheepshanks, and also devoting herself to music, that she formed the
friendship with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bray of Coventry and their kinsman Mr. Charles C. Hennell, the Unitarian philosopher and writer. These people,
deeply interested in philosophy and literature, and important contributors to the philosophico-religious literature of the day, responded fully to the
mental needs of George Eliot. Out of this intellectual aflinity grew a friendship which lasted through life. They also introduced her to the
philosophical and critical literature of Germany, and it was through them that she began in 1843 her first...
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