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***x* Excerpt from Observer and Record of Agriculture, Science and Art, Vol. 1 As soon as dung begins to decompose it throws off its volatile parts,
which arc the most volatile and most efficient. Dung which has fermented, so as to become a mere soft cohesive mass, has generally lost from one
third to one half of its most useful constituent elements. It evidently should be applied as soon as fermentation begins, that it may exert its full action
upon the plant, and lose none of its nutritive powers. It would be easy to adduce a multitude of other instances of the same kind; but sufficient | trust
has been said to prove that the connection of chemistry with agriculture is not founded on mere vague speculation, but (hat it offers principles
which ought to he understood and followed, and which in their progression and ultimate results, can hardly fail to be highly beneficial to the
community. A view of the objects in this course of lectures, and of the manner in which they are to be treated, will not, | hope, be considered as an
improper introduction. It will inform you what you arc to expect; it will afford a general idea of the connection of the different parts of the subject,
and of their relative importance; it will enable me to give some historical details of the progress of this branch of knowledge, and to reason from
what has been ascertained concerning what remains to be investigated and discovered. The phenomena of vegetation must be considered as an
important branch of the science of organized nature; but (hough exalted above inorganic matter, vegetables are yet in...
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