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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1857. Excerpt: . . . service, is that no department is to be furnished by the Paymaster with more cash than
is required to meet petty office contingencies; and that all the other office charges are to be paid by means of documents equivalent to cheques or
orders on the Paymaster-General, --every such order specifying on the face of it the special charge which it is designed to meet. Now, then, is it
desirable to substitute for this plan the plan of multiplying indefinitely the number of paymasters, giving to each of them the power of operating
separately upon the money which is granted for each separate service You will not fail to remark that the present practice of the Government is, at
all events, in strict accordance with the practice of every prudent man. A prudent man, instead of keeping the whole of his income in his desk, will
retain by him only the cash which he may require for petty disbursements, and will make all his other payments by cheques on his banker. But
fortunately we have better guides to follow than such a simple analogy as this: we have the means of forming on this question an opinion based
upon the most ample experience. Until very recent times, says Mr. Anderson, the public payments were conducted in a great number of offices.
There was the Paymaster for the Forces, for the Army and for the extraordinaries of the Army; the Treasurer of Chelsea Hospital, the Agent...
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