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*****.Excerpt from Hearings on the Subject of the Improvement of Mobile Harbor, Ala: Held Before the Committee on Rivers and Harbors House of
Representatives Sixty-Fi h Congress, February 1, 1918 The committee this day met, Hon. John H. Small (chairman) presiding. The Chairman.
Gentlemen, the committee will kindly come to order. This is the morning that we have assigned to a delegation from Mobile, Ala., and we are ready
now, Mr. Gray, and I will ask you to kindly take charge and indicate the gentlemen who desire to be heard. Mr. Gray. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of
the committee, as stated by our chairman, we have before us to-day certain gentlemen from Mobile, representing the commercial bodies of that
port, who are to talk to us about the necessity of an increased appropriation for this great harbor upon the Gulf. They have come here under
considerable disadvantages; you know something about the weather conditions. In fact, they have come through ice and snow to get here and were
about 12 hours belated. They are extremely anxious about this matter, and desire to speak candidly of the real conditions as they are, and of the
wonderful developments that have taken place at Mobile since the last engineers report. These gentlemen are here especially to inform you, and to
show you the reasons why Mobile, at this time, should have a greater appropriation than that contemplated and recommended by the Board of
Engineers. I have pleasure in presenting to you the gentlemen who will act as chairman of the Mobile delegation at this meeting to-day. Mr. Stewart
Brooks, of Mobile, vice chairman of the joint rivers and harbor committee, who...
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