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illustrated. 1997 Excerpt: . . . health plan to address this problem on the western Kenai Peninsula has been developed and specific project
applications continue as part of this program. Development of a similar plan for the Copper River basin has begun. These plans provide a
foundation for future program implementation efforts. Technology Transfer: this program provides the vehicle for development of decision
information, techniques, and management tools to address forest health and management issues. Technology transfer projects are closely
coordinated with research and often cooperatively funded. These projects provide the basis for understanding the ecological mechanisms and
potential management options for forest insects, diseases, and competing vegetation, as well as developing management applications. Transfer of
information is often done through publication of technical reports and manuscripts in professional journals, and also in field demonstration areas
such as Quartz Creek pruning study and the Granite Creek thinning study. Recent completion of the SBexpert system to analyze forest risk of beetle
attack and hazard (should an attack occur) is a major advancement in this area. Increasing attention is being placed on providing international
technology transfer. The Forest Health Management staff were involved in two such assignments in recent years. Forest Health Concerns Aspects of
the Issue: Alaska contains two basic forest ecosystems: the coastal temperate rain forest in Southeast Alaska and along Prince William Sound; the
boreal forests of Southcentral and Interior Alaska. These ecosystems differ in biology and ecology, social uses and culture, and ownership patterns.
Forest health has often been characterized by activity levels of insects...
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