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0.6in.Excerpt: . . . Now this is not a common or easily invented story. No one would guess that Shakespeare could be so foolish as to send his friend
to plead his love for him. Thats a mistake that no man who knows women would be likely to make: but the unlikelihood of the story is part of the
evidence of its truth- i credo quia incredibile i has an element of persuasion in it. No one has yet noticed that the story of the sonnets is treated three
times in Shakespeares plays. The first time the story appears it is handled so lightly that it looks to me as if he had not then lived through the
incidents which he narrates. In the Two Gentlemen of Verona Proteus is asked by the Duke to plead Thurios cause with Silvia, and he promises to do
so; but instead, presses his own suit and is rejected. The incident is handled so carelessly (Proteus not being Thurios friend) that it seems to me to
have no importance save as a mere coincidence. When the scene between Proteus and Silvia was written Shakespeare had not yet been deceived by
his friend. Still in The Two Gentlemen of Verona there is one speech which certainly betrays personal passion. It is in the last scene of the fifth act,
when Valentine surprises Proteus offering violence to Silvia. i Val. (coming forward) i Ruffian, let go that rude uncivil touch, - Thou friend of anill
fashion! i Proi. Valentine! i Val. Thou common friend, thats without faith or love, - For such is a friend now; i -treacherous man! Thou hast beguiled
my...
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