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wood pellets, they would have to sell at a lower price to compete with both wood pellets and natural gas. Biomass pellets are likely to compete very
favorably with propane, fuel oil, commercial natural gas rates and electricity, but so will wood pellets. Any entrepreneur who seeks to develop a
biomass pelletization facility in the Greensburg Pratt region should be prepared to spend considerable time and effort on educating potential
consumers and developing the market. Densification Options We evaluated three potential densified products that could be made from local
biomass: pellets, briquettes, and bripells. All three options represent commercial technologies that would create viable market products, and all
three can be used in commercial boiler systems to produce heat, power, or combined heat and power. We estimate that a 24, 000-ton-per-year plant
is the minimum size that should be built to take advantage of economies of scale, labor requirements, and infrastructure. It may be possible,
however, to start with a smaller briquette or bripell production level, and scale up as the market develops. Of the three products, pellets are
associated with the most acceptance and consumer awareness, especially in the residential and small commercial sectors. However, the pellet
market is still dominated by demand for premium, bagged pellets ( less than 1 ash, high Btu ) for the residential sector. Most pellet-burning
appliances being sold to the residential market today are designed to handle low-ash fuels. Based on the feedstocks available in the Greensburg
region, pellets made from a mixture of wood and agricultural residues will be high...
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