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improvement in taste for reading noticeable in many instances. Some pupils who were formerly addicted to dime novels and other sensational
reading have voluntarily abandoned that since we are furnishing them something better. A knowledge of history, of current events, of familiar facts
in science, and language-culture, are some of the benefits resulting from this work. At San Francisco, Cal., the principals as a unit want
supplementary reading-matter. The school committee of Southbridge, Mass., say, Supplementary reading, which has been gradually gaining
ground for the past three years, is one of the most advantageous results of the system of free text-books. Its beneficial eHects are plainly visible.
From Steubenville, O., comes the following: Supplementary readers have now been in use long enough to enable us to judge of the results. These are
very satisfactory. The children can read in any book of the grade of their reader, and not merely in the one which they have learned by heart from
hearing its lessons read over and over, as was so oJen the case when but one reading-book was used in a grade, and the reading is far better in
every respect. In New Haven, Conn., the method of teaching pursued requires much independent reading by pupils, and so the habit of reading is
formed. Moreover, as supplementary to the school reading-books, standard authors are being introduced, and are read somewhat critically. We
can well afford to...
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