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Examination of the Nose and the Nasal Secretions for the Detection of Incipient Cases of Leprosy
The following investigation was undertaken to determine if the theory of Sticker, that the nasal
septum is the site of the initial lesion in leprosy, could be confirmed and be made the basis of a
practicable public health procedure for the detection of incipient cases of leprosy in the community.
It is obvious that if leprosy, in a great majority of cases, begins as a disease of the nasal septum, the
detection of the incipient cases of the disease should be a comparatively easy matter. In reviewing
the literature bearing upon the question of the pres ence of an initial lesion on the nasal septum in
leprosy, we have been struck by the fact that the majority of the investigators who have worked with
the problem, with certain exceptions to be noted later, have based their conclusions upon the study
of relatively advanced cases of the disease. We feel that the examination of...
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