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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIV. OP MEDIAEVAL LANDSCAPE: --FIRST, THE
FIELDS. 1. In our examination of the spirit of classical landscape, we were obliged to confine ourselves to what is left to us in written description.
Some interesting results might indeed have been obtained by examining the Egyptian and Ninevite landscape sculpture, but in nowise conclusive
enough to be worth the pains of the inquiry; for the landscape of sculpture is necessarily confined in range, and usually inexpressive of the complete
feelings of the workman, being introduced rather to explain the place and circumstances of events, than for its own sake. In the Middle Ages,
however, the case is widely different. We have written landscape, sculptured landscape, and painted landscape, all bearing united testimony to the
tone of the national mind in almost every remarkable locality of Europe. 2. That testimony, taken in its breadth, is very curiously conclusive. It marks
the mediaeval mind as agreeing altogether with the ancients, in holding that flat land, brooks, and groves of aspens, compose the pleasant places
of the earth, and that rocks and mountains are, for inhabitation, altogether to be reprobated and detested; but as disagreeing with the classical
mind totally in this other most important respect, that the pleasant flat land is never a ploughed field, nor a rich lotus meadow good for pasture,
but garden ground covered with flowers, and divided by fragrant hedges, with a castle in the middle of it. The aspens are delighted...
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