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**xxxx John Burnet of Barns is an 1898 novel by the Scottish author John Buchan, his second. It was first published in serial form in Chambers
Journal. The novel is set in Tweeddale in Scotland and follows the adventures of John Burnet, a relative of the 17th century historian Gilbert Burnet.
The book is written as an autobiography detailing the plot from the viewpoint of the eponymous writer. Burnet is brought up as the only son of a
minor landowner in Tweeddale and falls in love with a neighbour s daughter, Marjory Veitch, who was his childhood playmate. He becomes a
scholar in Glasgow but returns when he hears his soldier cousin, also named Gilbert Burnet, is trying to court Marjory. They quarrel and Gilbert
leaves the country, John s father dies as a result of his anger at Gilbert. John decides to travel and study in the Netherlands at the university in
Leyden, there he encounters Gilbert again and they fight a duel which John wins. Gilbert returns to Scotland and John receives a mysterious letter
from Marjory indicating she is in difficulty. John returns to find that Gilbert has falsely denounced him as a traitor and he is hunted around the
Borders by Gilbert s soldiers. He takes Marjory to shelter with a kinsman while he takes to the hills. Gilbert finds Marjory and tricks her into
accompanying him to his estate in the west of Scotland. John follows and helps her escape then confronts Gilbert. They fight again but Gilbert is
shot by one of his own soldiers who has a grudge against him. King James Il is deposed by William of Orange so John is pardoned and regains his...
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