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reading European and American scholars are fascinated by her. She is exotic; they look at her with the romantic look of the anthropologist and the
sociologist; she is Mexican, colorful, and third-worldly (not to mention that she is a fantastic reason to get funding from their universities). Many see
in her, correctly, a prodigious syncretism, so common in the troubled history of Latin America. The Catholic hierarchy, the predominant religion in
Mexico, is horrified; the church calls her a satanic cult figure, associated with organized crime. Similarly, governmental authorities watch
cautiously, deny oHicial recognition to her churches, and destroy her solitary shrines in northern Mexico, in roads riddled with crime. However,
among her followers -besides prisoners, drug traHickers and many well-meaning men and women seeking other spiritual alternatives- there are
some working on the side of the law, especially soldiers and police oHicers. Enter La Santa Muerte, the Holy Death, a skeletal figure dressed like a
Catholic saint, whom her faithful raised to the altars without asking anyone for permission. From her followers, she gets not only candles, prayers
and petitions, as any other saint; they also call her loving names that to the outside observer would seem to be a joke: beautiful, skinny, cute girl,
little mother, and at the height of the confusion, virgin. What then is the Santa Muerte movement? As a practice, it has borrowed extensively from
Catholicism, Santeria and even New Age, depending on the leader of the moment and the region, from Central America to Chicago. In the variety
most similar to Catholicism, people find images of the...
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