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staff officers in U.S. military history have been largely ignored by historians who have preferred to focus on the role of the combat officer. This
examination of the career of General Walter Bedell Smith, Chief of Staff to General Dwight D. Eisenhower, and his valuable contribution to Allied
success, represents an effort to fill a void in the current historiography of U.S. participation in Europe in World War II. While specifically looking at
Smith s military career from his entry into the Indiana National Guard on his sixteenth birthday to his retirement from the U.S. Army as a four-star
general 39 years later, the volume is also a general investigation of the role of Chief of Staff and a critical study of the interwar U.S. Army and its
participation in the campaigns of the Mediterranean and Northwest Europe during World War Il. The institutional and attitudinal structure that
produced the generation of American officers that commanded armies and manned higher headquarters is thoroughly evaluated in this volume.
D.K.R. Crosswell concludes that the normative influences of the Army s advance schools conditioned the U.S. approach to war in Europe:
Eisenhower and Smith s broad front strategy is seen as a product of their Leavenworth educations. Smith s relationships with Eisenhower and
George C. Marshall are also seen as important formative influences. Despite a paucity of personal papers and no prior book on Smith, Crosswell had
access to a wealth of primary materials in the Eisenhower Library in Abilene, Kansas and the resources of the Combat Studies Library at the
Command and General Staff College in Leavenworth, Kansas. Substantial collections of materials at the federal research facilities in Washington,
theUS....
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