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**xxx Excerpt from Report of the Health Insurance Commission of Pennsylvania: January 1919 We realize that the principal object of our
appointment, as of the appointment of similar Commissions in eight other states, was to obtain a report on the advisability of taking in this state this
next step in social insurance, the insurance of the employee against sickness. The Commission was appointed on the seventeenth of October, 1917.
The fifteen months which have since elapsed have enabled us to gather much information relating to the extent and nature of sickness among wage
workers in Pennsylvania, its economic and social effects and the adequacy of the present methods both of treatment and of meeting the losses
caused by such sickness. But the time and money at our disposal have not been sufficient to enable us to examine thoroughly, in the light of these
facts, the sickness insurance systems in force in other countries or to consider the numerous modifications of these systems which have been
proposed in this country. We are therefore not in a position to embody in this report definite recommendations concerning the legislative or other
action which should be taken to meet the problems presented by sickness among the wage workers of the state. The Commission might have
assumed that the situation created by sickness among employed wage workers in a great industrial state like Pennsylvania is a serious one, and
might have expended the appropriation of $5,000 in meetings called to hear the advocates and opponents of the various remedies which have been
suggested. But all of us were, and are, unanimously opposed to such a procedure. We believe, and we submit, that the...
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