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Riverdale, New York: Magnus Books, 2013. SoD cover. Book Condition: New. 1st Edition. Small octavo, pictorial wrappers. Signed by author on title
page. A new, unread copy. *** John Stewart Wynne's THE RED SHOES is a contemporary gay version of the classic Hans Christian Andersen fairy
tale set in Manhattan. The narrator, John Laith, lives across the street from the Episcopal Seminary in Chelsea. Within its hushed chapel and
welcoming gardens he finds solace, mourning the untimely death of his partner Frank and trying to recover from that loss. An active participant in
a Twelve Step grief recovery group, he has a loving, supportive network of friends. Yet he feels something is missing, an ability to put his sorrow
aside and once again feel the full force of life, its promise of excitement and abandon. An opportunity presents itself in the form of a present given
to him -- a pair of shiny red shoes -- by a handsome eighteen-year-old modern dancer named Jared who arrived in the city nine months earlier
fresh from the country. But Jared failed to make his mark in the city as an artist -- the red shoes didn't help him win auditions but spun him out of
control into a series of casual aHairs culminating in a sexual assault on Gay Pride Day. Narrator John Laith helps Jared recover aDer that assault
and gets him on a bus back home. Jared has nothing to oHer Laith by way of thanks except his red shoes. Laith now possesses the sparkling red
shoes. Or perhaps they possess him, propelling him on a perilous journey through both the aHluent and seedy sides of a vividly brought to life
Manhattan at the turn of the millennium. An innocent in a sinister underworld, Laith tries to survive his newfound...
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