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ANCHOR CANADA, United States, 2005. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 122 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Russell Smiths highly
praised new novel features some typically caustic satire, alongside a deep and melancholy awareness of the force of desire in our lives. The
combination of wit and perception in Muriella Pent and its brilliant dialogue, beautiful descriptive prose, assured handling of racial politics, and
exact observation of modern types underlines Russell Smiths claim to be one of Canadas subtlest, sharpest writers. The book begins with a poem by
Marcus Royston (from his Island Eclogues ) and a fundraising message from Muriella Pent; then, in the first scene, still before chapter one, these two
very diFerent writers have a revealing post-coital conversation. The combination of texts and action, the pointed and moving dialogue, and the
ineradicable presence of sex tell us a lot about how Muriella Pent will go on: its precise and original even before really beginning. In the first two
chapters the principal characters are introduced more fully. Marcus Royston, a successful poet twenty years ago, is now jaded, boozy, and slightly
seedy, and finding himself increasingly superannuated on the Caribbean island of St. Andrews. Muriella Pent, in the Arts and CraIs oasis of
Stilwoode Park in Toronto, is widowed, free, sometimes unhappy, and perhaps a little uncontrolled. Phone conversations introduce us to her
younger friend Julia Sternberg and to Brian Sillwell, a student who volunteers alongside Muriella on the very PC City Arts Board Action Council
(Literature Committee). At this committees invitation, with a little quiet help from Canadas ministry of External AFairs, Marcus comes to Toronto on
a literary residency, to live in a basement apartment in Muriellas large house. From his arrival he is a disruptive presence: he instantly flirts with his
hostess (and...
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