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***** From the Foreword: When turning from the England of 1303, from Arthurian Legends and the Holy Grail, from Poems on the Virgin and Christ,
to the later Ballads of the Percy Folio, | was faced at every turn by Captain COX. This was in Captain Cox s Library; this wasn t in Captain Cox s list;
Captain Cox didn t mention the other: nothing could be settled without reference to Captain Cox. Either having forgotten this famous man, or never
having heard of him before, when I evidently ought to have known his name as well as Shakspere s, | felt extremely humbled at my ignorance; | at
once looked him out in the British Museum Catalogue, and several Biographical Dictionaries, but could find nothing about him. At last | was obliged
to submit to the farther humiliation of asking (with many apologies) a ballad-loving friend, who this Captain Cox was. My friend referred me to
Laneham s Letter; and there the great Captain stood revealed to me. The foremost figure in English Story-book and Ballad history the valiant
Coventry mason is; and in so bright a picture of merry out-of-door Elizabethan life is he set in Laneha/nis Letter, that on starting the Ballad Society,
I resolved to re-edit the Letter, with Captain Cox s name at the head of it, in order, if possible, to bring him into more prominence. Though we must
admit that the Captain was not the first person in Laneham s mind when he wrote his letter, still, it is for the lists of Captain Cox s story-books and
ballads that reference has, in our days, been most frequently made to the tract....
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