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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. abridged edition. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. In
a small island community a young reclusive fisherman falls dangerously in love with a beautiful local girl. Her uncle, himself an intrepid seaman,
owns a paddle-steamer which plies its trade to and from St Malo on the coast of Brittany. The vessel is wrecked on a remote reef in suspicious
circumstances and our fisherman sets out alone to salvage the all important machinery, the steam engine itself. If he succeeds he will return home
to the promised hand of the girl he daren t even talk to. Victor Hugo lived in Guernsey from 1855-70 during the reign of Napoleon the third as a
political exile. He was in his early fiFies. Thanks to a recent huge publishing success he was able to buy a large house overlooking the main town of
St Peter Port. This would be a refuge for Hugo and his family and he set about styling the house according to his imaginative, perhaps eccentric,
taste. His personal domain took the form of a glass conservatory atop the three story house which he called the look-out . From here he could gaze
down onto the busy little port, across to the neighbouring islands, and on clear days see the coast of Normandy, his beloved France, some 30
nautical miles to the east. It was in this crystal studio that Hugo, pacing back and forth in all weathers, wrote poetry, political treatises and novels
including Les Miserables and The Toilers of the Sea . I too lived in Guernsey a full century later (1955-70) and so when I eventually read The Toilers of
the Sea many years later, and by then living in Australia far from home ,...
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