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*****The major areas of U.S. concern in Paki- stan include: nuclear weapons and missile proliferation; regional stability; democratiza- tion and
human rights; and economic reform and development. An ongoing Pakistan-India nuclear arms race, fueled by rivalry over Kash- mir, continues to
be the focus of U.S. nonproliferation efforts in South Asia and a major issue in U.S. relations with both coun- tries. This attention intensified
following nuclear tests by both India and Pakistan in May 1998. South Asia is viewed by some experts as one of the most likely prospects for use of
such weapons.India has developed short- and intermediate-range missiles, and Pakistan has acquired short-range missiles from China and
medium-range missiles from North Korea. India and Pakistan have fought three wars since 1947. The Pakistan-U.S. relationship, which dates from
the mid-1950s, began as a security arrangement based on U.S. concern over Soviet expansion and Pakistan s fear of neigh- boring India.
Cooperation reached its high point during the 1979-89 Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. U.S.-Pakistan ties have weak- ened since then. In October
1990, U.S. aid and arms sales to Pakistan were suspended when President Bush could not certify to Congress, as required under Section 620E(e) of
the Foreign Assistance Act (FAA) (the so-called Pressler amendment ), that Pakistan does not possess a nuclear explosive device. Both Congress and
the Clinton Administration have considered good relations with Pakistan as key to U.S. interests in both South and Southwest Asia. Some economic
sanctions on India and Pakistan resulting from their May 1998 nuclear tests have been waived. In a series of talks since the tests, U.S. officials have
urged both countries to meet certain.
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