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***x* Excerpt from Canadian Poets of the Great War | must be pardoned for the far from original remark that a period of intense national exaltation
is usually followed by a period of intense literary activity. The Augustan Age, the Medicean, the Isabellan, the Elizabethan, the Louis XIV, the Victorian
- are they not common examples? Sometimes local difficulties have prevented the sequence, such as in the United States after the Revolution, and in
Canada after the migration of the Loyalists - though in the end these movements have produced profound effects in thought and expression; for
even if the Great American novel, and the Great Canadian one, be still missing, the traditions of Independence and of United Empire have both been
vastly fruitful. It is fair to prognosticate an intense literary activity in Canada, as well as elsewhere, in the near future, resulting from the Great War
and it is well to scrutinize the straws in the wind even now, because that literary activity will not be merely a bookish matter, but a voice issuing out
of our peoples deepest soul. What took place after that much less stirring, although momentous event. Confederation? Momentous, for
Confederation made us a nation. By the way, it is amusing to hear every now and then that So-and-so made Canada a nation. The feat has been
attributed to at least a dozen different gentlemen by their admirers on fanciful grounds, from time to time; and to the C. P. R,, and the McKinley
tariff. But regarding even the superior claim of the Fathers of Confederation, had as many as two of them any real idea of the effects of what they...
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