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abstract: Issued in 1990 Hanif Kureishi s novel The Buddha of Suburbia has become a world-acclaimed masterpiece ever since. It s protagonist,
Karim, takes the reader on his riveting journey to discover and explain life of the seventies in and around London. The author masterfully depicts
the multiple cultural facets this time had to oDer and creates a plot replete with stories of ethnicity, class and gender. However, one element seems
to be of peculiar importance in its reoccurring implementation within the story music. This paper is intended to examine the element of music and
attempts to determine the role it plays within the world Kureishi illustrates.In order to fully grasp the element of music within the book it will be
necessary to have a wider look on the phenomenon first. How can music in a most general sense be described and what makes it such a meaningful
subject matter for scientists of linguistics, philosophy and anthropology In a second step the paper will try to find reasons why Kureishi might have
decided to use this motif at such length and what messages he tries to bring across. However, the major part of the paper will, of course, be dealing
with the novel: What are the major themes that are related to music In how far is music aDiliated with the broad spectrum of culture that Kureishi
draws in his book What subcultures can be detected and to what extent are they influenced by music The single most intriguing aspect connected to
this issue...
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