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**xxx Excerpt from The Cattle Trade of Western Canada: Special Report Sir, - Ever since July, 1906, when you added to my other duties those
pertaining to the office of Live Stock Commissioner, | have been quietly investigating the conditions surrounding the commercial live stock trade of
Canada. To this subject comparatively little attention had previously been given, my predecessor having devoted more time and effort to the
interests of the breeders of pure bred stock than to those of the ordinary farmer and feeder. This was doubtless both proper and necessary, the pure
bred herd or flock being the fountain head of all profitable stock keeping, and therefore of prime importance to the whole industry. It is nevertheless
a fact that in Canada, as elsewhere, the breeders of pure bred stock are more independent and less needful of government assistance than any
other class in the farming community, excepting perhaps the original settlers on the western prairie, who, certain of a rich return, and reckless of
the future, too often exploit the virgin soil with a fine disregard of all the principles of husbandry. The breeder is independent of government aid for
two reasons: firstly, because he is a breeder and therefore, as a rule, a man of more enterprise, and wider knowledge of business methods than the
majority of his fellow tillers of the soil, and, secondly, because, being united with others equally intelligent, in one or more thoroughly organized and
active breed associations, he is in a position to reach a definite decision as to what his rights and requirements are, and to apply to those in
authority the pressure or persuasion necessary to obtain...
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