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Hertford In the Great Civil War between Charles | and his Parlia ment the Eastern Counties of England earned the distinction of presenting the one
great historic unity, which enabled these counties to hold their own, and, whether for good or ill, to practically determine the fate of the rest Of the
kingdom in the struggle. Here the essential elements of the Puritan revolution - the revolt against abuse of human authority in religion and of Royal
prerogative in the State - came into sharpest con?ict. In these counties arose the one man whose acts were destined to colour all our subsequent
history and here arose, too, the ever-victorious Ironsides, who with the Soldier s Pocket Bible in their knapsacks, went forth with sturdy purpose and
resistless valour, to roll back the tide of war from their own borders, and to carry the Parliamentary cause to Victory at Marston Moor and N aseby.
It would, therefore, be no undue straining Of comparisons to assign an almost unique position in the Civil War to the counties and people of East
Anglia - to that famous Eastern Counties Association which, with its headquarters at Cambridge, became, under the controlling power Of the one
man Oliver Cromwell, the great Parliamentary recruiting-ground ground whose forces were destined to turn the scale in favour of the popular
cause at more than one critical point in the War. The issue between King and Parliament, as it presented itself in the first instance to the men of the
Fens, was one upon which there...
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