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Has A Birthday is the first volume in The Billy Growing Up series. The story follows Billy, a young boy who turns ten on the tenth October - 10, 10, 10 -
a once in a lifetime occasion. Billy s excitement at his big birthday perfectly captures that of a child who is bordering on adolescence - each birthday
seems so much more important than the last, and the move from single to double figures is one of the greatest of all. On Billy s birthday, he is over
the moon to be given a 20 note by his granddad. No more silly children s toys, he can finally buy what he wants. At the age of ten, this seems like a
huge amount of money - more than Billy has ever owned. Things take an unpleasant turn when the local bully hears about Billy s birthday present,
and forces him to give it up - or else. Billy, like many other children his ages, agrees to the bully s demands. Billy is devastated to have lost his special
birthday present, but he attempts to keep the situation a secret from his mum and granddad. He has nothing to be ashamed of but has convinced
himself that the adults in his life will be cross if they find out what has happened. Like many bullied children he feels he cannot turn to anyone for
help. Fortunately, luck is on Billy s side, and his best friends little sister finds out about the bully and tells Billy s granddad. Together they are able to
hatch a plan to get the note back and to ensure the bully gets what s coming...
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