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lead to experimental research, and how the conclusions obtained can yield general principles applicable to everyday problems. This volume grew
out of what has been called the Conformity Project. The Conformity Project began in informal discussions among a number of its eventual
participants. It grew into a formal proposal and became one of several projects supported by a grant from the Ford Foundation to the University of
Michigan for encouragement of new work in the social sciences. Formal work started with an interdisciplinary seminar which had as its basic aim
the development and testing of a theory to account for the behavior of individuals in groups in general, and conformity behavior in particular. An
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