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Social Novel in 19th Century England, language: English, abstract: Charles Dickens was born on the Tth of February 1812 and the British Empire was
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on his works thus, too. His biographer and friend John Forster also points out this factor. This assumption correlates with the sociology of the
Frenchman Hippolyte Taine (1828 - 1893) who has said that each individual is determined by the three factors: race, milieu and moment. Stronger
related to literary criticism Wilhelm Scherer (1841 -1886) had searched explicitly in the lives of authors for reasons which explain their works.
Especially Hard Times which was written in 1854 is strongly suitable because it mirrors these bad experiences Dickens made during his life. It reflects
firstly the current conflict between the class of the working people (proletariat) and the smaller class of the manufacturers (bourgeoisie), secondly
the sympathy for the first group resulting from his own youth. In a letter to Charles Knight (17th March 1854) he wrote: The English are, so far as |
know, the hardest worked people on whom the sun shines. . . . They are born at the oar, and they live and die at it. Hans Ulrich Seeber adds that
English society decayed into two parts which know...
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